
November 9, 2020 

Dear Members of the Carlow University Community, 

We are pleased to announce that Dr. Kunal Bhanot, PhD, PT, FAAOMPT, will be joining Carlow University as 
Founding Program Director of the new entry-level doctorate program in Physical Therapy, effective March 1, 
2021. He will be leading the overall program design and preparation for program accreditation through the 
Commission on Accreditation in Physical Therapy Education, an entity of the American Physical Therapy 
Association. Dr. Bhanot is honored to create a program aligned with Carlow University's mission to offer 
transformational educational opportunities and empower new physical therapy leaders to excel as 
compassionate, responsible clinicians. 

Dr. Bhanot holds a Doctor of Philosophy (PhD) in Orthopedics and Sports Science from Rocky Mountain 
University for Health Professions in Provo, UT, a Master of Science in Kinesiology (Biomechanics) from the 
University of Nevada, Las Vegas, and a Bachelor in Physiotherapy from Lyallpur Khalsa College, Guru Nanak 
Dev University, Punjab, India.  

Dr. Bhanot recently served as Associate Program Director and Associate Professor of Physical Therapy at the 
University of St. Augustine for Health Sciences (USAHS), Austin, TX. His primary responsibilities were to 
lead the DPT expansion program and a team of eight core faculty with more than 200 students. He has been a 
physical therapist for over 16 years and gained expertise in both manual therapy and dry needling. Dr. 
Bhanot’s clinical background includes outpatient musculoskeletal rehabilitation.  

As a physical therapy educator, Dr. Bhanot’s commitment to the profession has been exemplary, through his 
strong teaching and research, program development, and professional service. In 2016, he received the first 
Board of Directors faculty award in "Excellence in Teaching." He is also a fellow of the American Academy of 
Orthopaedic Manual Physical Therapists. He has served as an item writer/reviewer for the National Physical 
Therapy Examination (NPTE) of the Federation of State Board of Physical Therapy (FSBPT). Dr. Bhanot 
currently serves on the Standard Setting Task Force of the FSBPT to determine the pass rate benchmarks for 
the NPTE 2018-2022.  

Dr. Bhanot served as the research committee chair at USAHS. His role was to work closely with the Director 
of Research to develop the university's long-range plan to cultivate a research culture at the university. He was 
instrumental in creating the motion analysis laboratory and design of the clinical simulation laboratory at the 
Austin campus. He also collaborated with the University of South Australia to introduce the role of virtual 
reality to treat chronic neck and back pain.   



2

Dr. Bhanot's research is focused on investigating the muscle recruitment patterns of the commonly 
used therapeutic exercises for musculoskeletal rehabilitation. While at USAHS, he has co-authored 
several publications and peer-reviewed abstracts and presented at various conferences. He has been awarded 
grant monies as principal investigator and co-investigator. 

We believe we have an outstanding founding program director who will provide the new Physical 
Therapy program with imaginative and dynamic leadership. 

We would like to extend our thanks to the search committee for their diligence and hard work during the 
national search: Frank Ammer, Samantha Dalessio, Mark Freeman, Renee Ingel, Deborah Mitchum, Erin 
Phillips, Bret Stiffler, and Lynn George (search committee chair).   

We also would like to thank the members of the campus community who provided feedback during the 
interview process. Please join us in welcoming Dr. Bhanot to our community. 

Sincerely,  

Suzanne Mellon, PhD
President

     Sibdas Ghosh, PhD 
Provost & VP Academic Affairs   




